THREE GOLDEN RULES TO INTERNET DATING

So, you say to your mother, as she grills you about your love life that’s as dry as the Sahara, “I’m gonna put a profile on Match.com”.  She gasps with complete disbelief and a smidgen of destain, “You can’t be serious? Oh honey, don’t do that– you’ll probably meet some whack job and be ruined for life and never consider dating again!  Just pray about it.”  

You realize that you and she are two completely different animals, from vastly different eras with totally different ideals… and that inspires you.  It inspires you to fire up the computer, crack your knuckles, pour a glass of wine, grab a pint of Ben and Jerry’s and starting writing about all the wonderful things you are.  You set out to find your own personal prince charming - complete with a gorgeous smile, amazing sex appeal, financial security, love for family and excellent communication skills.  Or at least someone who will pick you up, bring you flowers, smell good, mind his manners and treat you to dinner, then drop you off at your front door…unmamed.

So, where do you start?  Physical description?  Favorite pizza toppings…ice cream flavors?  Favorite color?  Movie genre?  You find yourself digging deep and evaluating the core purpose of why you’re posting an internet profile.  Is it because you’re bored senseless with the “dawn of the dead” routine of work, home, dinner, bed and just need a little something extra to fill your time?  Or is it that you earnestly desire that unique human connection with someone special who shares more with you, than a chunk of couch and the last few spoonfuls of Super New York Fudge Chunk, on Survivor night Thursdays?  What you come up with is BOTH, all wrapped up in one freshly frustrated, irritatingly inspired package (thanks to the call from your mother!).

You set out to find your life mate.  What you need to do is quite simple.  There are three golden rules:

BE HONEST.  Tell him about downfalls as well as positive traits.  Talk about ways you like to spend leisure time and things that crack you up.  Tell him what you expect and desire.  At least you’ll know the responses you get are one of two things:  men who appreciate your openness, candor and confidence, and will most likely respect you more for that OR men who are complete blockheads who don’t read all the soul-pouring on which you spent hours (delete, delete, delete!).   

BE YOU.   If it’s wings and beer you prefer over wine and chocolates, be clear.  Leave no room for confusion.  Put forth your sense of humor, TELL him about your favorite this’ and that’s.  You can discover what things you have in common!

BE PATIENT.  Rome wasn’t built in a day.  The same theory applies to a good, healthy start in what may be the best relationship ever.  Take your time.  Respond to the men that seem to fit.  Except some dates, sit back and wait to see what happens. (Caution: Don’t give out personal information yet.  Agree to meet him on the first date and save “home dates” for later to ensure he is not an ax-murderer - always schedule your first few dates in a public place).

Mr. Right is out there somewhere, so if you’re tired of looking in the smoky sleezoid-infested bars and music thumping clubs, he might just be at home in front of his computer searching for YOU!
